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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/28/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to new added claims 9, 1 1-15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant argues Ellis claims to be a continuation of U.S Application No. 09/354,344. 
However, not all the features disclosed in Ellis are found within its priority document. For 
example, Figures 27,29,36,38, as cited in the Office Action are not found in Ellis' 
parent. ..Ellis cannot properly be relied on as being prior art with respect to the pending 
claims (pages 6-7, bridge paragraph). This argument is respectfully traversed. 
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Ellis (E208) discloses US patent application Ser. No. 09/356,161 , filed July 16, 1999 is 
incorporated by reference in its entirety (see E208 -paragraph 0087). US 2005/0251827 
A1 (hereinafter referred to as E827) is a continuation of application No. 09/356,161 and 
figures 1, 3, 10, 12 in E827 correspond to figures 27,29,36,38 in E208. 

In addition, the claimed limitations relied on E208 further disclosed in application 
No. 09/332,244 (correspond to US 2003/0149988 - referred to as E988 - see figures 5- 
7, 22, 25b), which is incorporated in its entirety in E208 (see E208-paragraph 0127). 

Since all the features disclosed in Ellis are found within its priority document. Ellis 
is properly be relied as being prior art with respect to the pending claims. 

Applicant further argues Ellis does not describe a storage unit where video 
signals and content data are stored (page 7, paragraph 2). This argument is respectfully 
traversed. 

Ellis discloses storage unit such as storage unit at media server, storage unit at 
user television equipment where video signals and content data are stored (see include, 
but are not limited to, E208, paragraphs 0083-0085; E988: paragraphs 0074-0075, 
0077-0078, 0081, 0088,0090, 0097-0098, 0165). 

For reasons given above, rejections on the claims are analyzed as discussed below. 



Claims 1-8, 10 have been canceled. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 9, 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawamura (EP 0 835 029 A2) -hereinafter referred to as Kawamura, in view of Ellis et 
al. (US 2005/0028208 A1 - hereinafter referred to as E208). 

Note: US 2003/0149988 (hereinafter referred to as E988) is continuation of application 
No. 09/332,244 and US 2005/0251827 A1 (referred to as E827) is continuation of 
09/356,161 which are incorporated by reference in their entirety in E208 (see E208: 
paragraph 0087, 0127). Therefore, these references and other references incorporated 
in E208 in their entirety are treated as part of the specification of E208. 

Regarding claim 9, Kawamura discloses a tuning device (figures 1, 3-5) comprising: 
a tuner unit configured to generate a transport stream from a received service 
(tuner unit configured to generate a transport stream for providing over IEEE 1394 from 
a service received from antenna - figures 1,3-5), the received service having a plurality 
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of program contents and channel information, program information, etc. associated with 
the plurality of program contents (figures 1, 3-5, 7b, 7d, 7f-8c, col. 3, lines 1-12, col. 5, 
lines 30-58, col. 7, lines 18-21, col. 7, line 36-col. 8, line 20), the plurality of program 
contents comprising subsets of particular transport streams and the program 
information, channel information, etc. being descriptive of content conveyed by a 
predetermined particular transport stream (interpreted as subsets of content provided in 
portion of channels/transport streams - see include, but are not limited to, figures 2A- 
8C) extracting partial transport stream and outputting the particular stream upon request 
to the monitor unit (the tuner/tuning device outputting generated transport stream to 
monitor unit upon request - see include, but are not limited to, figures 1 , 3-5, col. 2, 
lines 39-53), 

the tuning device is a stand-alone network device and the predetermined partial 
transport stream is output to a network (tuner unit is a stand-alone unit and generated 
packets are outputted to communication network 1394 and the packets/program 
outputted to the network 1394 is partial of the program contents received at the tuner - 
see include, but are not limited to, figures 1 , 3-5, col. 2, lines 39-53); 

Kawamura further discloses a service information control unit (e.g., control sec. 
1 15 - figure 4) configured to extract the service information from the transport stream 
and distribute the service information to a network connected to the tuning device 
(async process, control sec. 115, and async. trans. 14 control selection of service 
information including program content, program name, channel information, etc. 
received at tuner subunit 1 1 , and distribute the selected service information including 
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selected program content, selected channel information, selected program name, etc. 
over serial bus 1394 to output devices in monitor unit connected to the tuner 1 - see 
include, but are not limited to, figures 3-5). However, Kawamura does not explicitly 
disclose the complete service information being descriptive of a remaining portion of the 
partial transport streams; a storage unit configured to store at least the predetermined 
partial transport stream extracted from the transport stream and the storage unit 
outputs the predetermined partial transport stream upon request, the storage unit not 
storing all of the remaining portions of the partial transport stream; the service control 
unit, in the first mode of operation, extracts the complete service information from the 
transport stream and distributes the complete service information to a network 
connected to the tuning device, and in the second mode of operation, the service 
information control unit extracts the predetermined partial transport stream from the 
transport stream, causes the storage unit to store the predetermined partial transport 
stream and outputs the predetermined partial transport stream to the network upon 
request. 

E208 discloses received service having a plurality of program contents and 
complete service information associated with the plurality of program contents (control 
circuitry that receives program contents corresponding to programs and program guide 
information associated with plurality of program contents - see include, but are not 
limited to, figures 3-4, 27, 29, 36, 38, paragraphs 0067, 0069, 0080-0085; E988: figures 
2d-2e, 5-7, 10-1 1b, 14c, 18a, 22, 25a-25b), complete service information being 
descriptive of a remaining portion of the partial transport streams (program guide 
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information and/or episode/segment information being descriptive of content conveyed 
by a predetermined transport stream and a remaining portion of the partial transport 
stream transmitted to the media server and/or user television equipment - see include, 
but are not limited to, figures 3-4, 27, 29, 36, 38, paragraphs 0067, 0069, 0080-0085; 
E988: figures 2d-2e, 5-7, 10-1 1b, 14c, 18a, 22, 25a-25b: E827: figures 1, 3, 5, 26-27); 

a storage unit configured to store at least the predetermined partial transport 
stream extracted from the transport stream and outputting the predetermined partial 
transport stream upon request, the storage unit not storing all of the remaining portions 
of the partial transport stream (interpreted as storage device at remote server, or digital 
storage device in the set top box, or secondary storage device configured to store at 
least a portion/segment/episode or selected program of received stream/signal and 
outputting the portion/episode or selected program to television/remote access 
device/secondary television upon request, the storage device storing a portion/segment 
or selected program, not all remaining portions of the partial transport stream - see 
include, but are not limited to, figures 3-5, 27, 29, 36, paragraphs 0080-0085, 0091; 
E988: figures 2d, 6b, 9, 18d, 22, 25a-25b, paragraphs 0074-0075, 0078, 0081, 0088, 
0095-0096, 0108-0110, 0143, 0163, 0165); 

The storage unit outputs the predetermined partial stream to a network (e.g., the 
storage device output the recorded portion/segment/program to a network connected 
with remote access device, other user television equipment, or television for playing 
back- see include, but are not limited to, figures 3-5, 27, 29, 36, paragraphs 0080-0085, 
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0091; E988: figures 2d, 6b, 9, 18d, 22, 25a-25b, paragraphs 0074-0075, 0078, 0081, 
0088, 0095-0096, 0108-0110, 0143, 0163, 0165); 

the service control unit, in the first mode of operation, extracts the complete 
service information from the transport stream and distributes the complete service 
information to a network connected to the tuning device (e.g., control 
circuitry/processing circuitry at the television distribution facility or at the user television 
equipment, first extracts the program guide information including title, channel, time 
information, program identifier, etc. from transport stream and distributes the program 
guide information to a network connected to television distribution facility and/or set top 
box at the user television equipment- see include, but are not limited to, figures 2d-3, 
8b, 9b; E988: figures 2b, 2d, 4, 5-7, 9, 14c-16, 18b-19, 22, 25a-25b), and 

in the second mode of operation, the service information control unit extracts the 
predetermined partial transport stream from the transport stream, causes the storage 
unit to store the predetermined partial transport stream and outputs the predetermined 
partial transport stream to the network upon request (interpreted as the control circuitry, 
when scheduled recording time is approached or when the user select for particular 
program to record or to control playback on the remote access device, on the television, 
or on the remote access device, the control circuitry extracts a predetermined particular 
transport stream which contain content associated with the selected program/segment 
from the transport stream, and causes the storage device to store/cache/record the 
predetermined partial transport stream contains the selected portion/program/segment 
and outputs the recorded/cached content associated with the predetermined partial 
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stream to the network connected to the television upon playback request - see include, 
but are not limited to, E988: figures 2d, 6b, 9, 18d, 22, 25a-25b, paragraphs 0074-0075, 
0078, 0081, 0088, 0095-0096, 0108-0110, 0143, 0163, 0165); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kawamura with the teachings as taught by E208 
in order to yield predictable results of improving convenience for the user such as 
playing program at flexible time or to select desired program or portion of program 
easily. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kawamura in view of E208 discloses a tuning device as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 9. Kawamura in view of E208 further discloses the service 
control unit includes a command generation control unit configured to generate 
asynchronous commands to distribute the complete service information to output device 
connected to the tuning device (control unit comprises async. process and async. trans. 
14 configured to generate asynchronous command such as program selection, channel 
selection, acceptance response, etc. to distribute selected program, selected channel 
information, or acceptance response to output devices in monitor unit connected to 
tuner unit 1 - see include, but are not limited to, Kawamura: figures 3-8c, col. 5, line 31- 
col. 6, line 46, col. 7, line 3-col. 8, line 20, E208: figures 3-5, 7-10; E988: figures 7-12). 

Regarding claim 12, Kawamura in view of E208 discloses a tuning device as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 9. Kawamura in view of E208 further discloses the tuning device 
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further comprises a partial transport stream generating unit (packet generation 12 or 
tuning unit at television distribution facility or at user television equipment) configured to 
generate the transport stream to be stored in storage unit (see include, but are not 
limited to, Kawamura: figures 1, 3-5: E208: figures 2c, 3-5; E827: figures 1,10; E988: 
figures 2d, 4-13). 



Regarding claim 13, Kawamura in view of E208 discloses a tuning device as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 12. Kawamura in view of E208 further discloses a controller 
(e.g. async. trans. 14 and control sec. 15 - Kawamura: figure 4 or control/processing 
circuitry- E208, figures 2c, 3; E988: figures 2b, 5-9) configured to receive information 
about the content of the predetermined partial transport stream to be generated via at 
least one asynchronous command and supply the information to the predetermined 
partial stream generating unit (async. trans, and control sec. receive information about a 
program to be selected via at least one asynchronous command, supply the information 
to the packet generation - see include, but are not limited to, Kawamura: figures 1 , 3-5, 
col. 2, line 39-col. 3, line 12, col. 5, lines 31-58; E208: figures 2c-5; E988: figures 2b, 5- 
9). 



Regarding claim 14, Kawamura in view of E208 discloses a tuning device as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 9. E208 further discloses the storage unit is configured to 
simultaneously record the predetermined partial transport stream and reproduce the 
predetermined partial transport stream at a same time or time shifted and/or at least one 
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other recorded partial transport stream (memory device for storing video signals and for 
simultaneously receiving video signals for storage and supplying reproduced video 
signals -see include, but are not limited to, paragraphs 0080-0085, 0091; E988: 
paragraphs 0096-0120, 0113, 0165). 

Regarding claim 15, Kawamura in view of E208 discloses a tuning device as discussed 
in the rejection of claim 9. Kawamura further discloses the network is an IEEE 1394 
network (see figures 1 , 3,5, col. 2, lines 36-38, 55-58). Alternatively, E208 also 
discloses the network is IEEE 1394 network (paragraphs 0080, 0084, 0194). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Geer et al. (US 6,788,882 B1 ) discloses systems and methods for storing a 
plurality of video streams on rewritable random access media and time and channel 
based retrieval thereof. 

Schneidewend (US 6,529,526 B1) discloses system and processing programs 
and program content rating information derived from multiple broadcast sources. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SON P. HUYNH whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Son P Huynh/ January 5, 2009 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2424 



